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IMPACTING GENERATIONS

Bea Mesquias
Executive Director/Treasurer of 
the UFM of Texas

“Pray for each other so that you 
may be healed. The earnest 
prayer of a righteous man has 
great power and wonderful 
results.” James 5:16b (TLB)

 

I remember my grandmother praying 
for us as we grew up. She prayed for my 
marriage and then for my children. She 
used her Bible to write important dates, 
prayer requests, and answered prayers. My 
grandmother impacted my prayer life. 

It is good to pray and ask God to help 
you with every need, but do not stop 
there. Today’s Scripture tells us to pray for 
one another. You have the ability to help 
another person reach their destination. 
There are people that God has put in your 
life that will not become everything they 
were created for without your prayers; 
they do not have the faith to fulfill their 
dreams—they will not overcome the 
challenge—without you approaching and 
asking God to help you.

“Prayer moves the hand that rules the 
world,” Charles H. Spurgeon once said. But 
more than that, the one God who created 
the universe causes things to happen 
that we could not make happen. He can 
destroy chains of depression, illness and 
loneliness. It may not happen overnight, 
but when your prayers are done according 
to God’s will (1 John 5:14), they have great 
power and will produce wonderful results.

“Lord Jesus, teach us to pray powerful 
prayers that will produce wonderful results 
for the people you have brought into our 
lives.” Amen.
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Vision & Mission
VISION MISSION

of the UFM of Texas

• To reach Hispanic women in Texas 
• To develop a missionary spirit and a 

missional lifestyle 
• To equip and train Hispanic Christian 

women in Texas  
• To develop Hispanic women leaders in 

Texas
• To minister women in Texas on their moral 

and spiritual needs 

This organization exists to provide support 
and assistance in developing leaders, and to 
the research of resources that allow members 
of the Hispanic Baptist congregations in Texas 
to: 

• Pray for missions 
• Participate in action, mission and 

testimony of a missional lifestyle 
• Learn about missions and support 

missions
• Grow spiritually towards a missional life
• Participate in the work of the church and 

denomination

The Heart
of the UFM of Texas

Pray For the Missionary Work. Prayer is powerful and effective (James 5:16) in missions. It connects us 
to the power of God, and is needed to fulfill many plans. Paul challenged the churches to pray for him and 
for the other missionaries who witnessed and started churches, as much as they prayed for their members. 

Support the Missionary Work. Paul reminded the churches to give especially to support his work and 
other missionaries. Paul depended on the generosity of the members of the early church. Without financial 
support and lodging, it would have been almost impossible for Paul and the others to do what they did. 
Today is the same. If we do not offer to support the missionaries, it will not be possible for them to fulfill 
their work.

Learn About Missionary Work. Paul wrote to the churches to inform them of what was happening. If we 
know what is happening in missions all over the world, we can pray more effectively for the missionaries. 
We also need to acquire God’s world perspective if we are to grow as Christians.

Do Missionary Work and Testify. Paul encouraged the churches to demonstrate the love of Christ 
through actions and words. When we all participate in missions and testify of the love of Christ, we fulfill 
the Great Commission that God gave to the believers (Matthew 28: 18-20).

Spiritual Growth Towards a Missional Lifestyle. Spiritual growth was one of Paul’s concerns for the 
early Church. If we do not grow spiritually, we cannot understand well what God wants from us and we will 
lose the blessings that come as a result for serving Him. Paul understood that spiritual growth results in living 
a missionary life wherever we are.

Participate In the Work of the Church and Denomination. Paul’s letters indicate the importance of 
participating in the local church. He knew that participating in church work gives us the opportunity to 
support and encourage each other. Together we can accomplish much for the kingdom of God. Although 
there were no denominations in those days, the principle remains the same today, but on a larger scale.
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Frances Barrera - Multicultural Bilingual Consultant 
Church: Abundant Grace Church, Plainview, TX. Experience with UFM: UFM Director in her 
church, President of the UFM of Texas (2012-2016), YOM Director, Director of Missionary Study, 
Director of Missions in Action and President of BYW and Acteens, Secretary and Treasurer of 
WMU/UFM (2001-2007), Secretary and Treasurer of WMU in the Staked Plains Association, 
Secretary of WMU/ UFM (2004-2007), and 2nd Vice President of UFM (2009-2012).

Miryam Chairez - President
Church: Calvary Baptist Church, Harlingen, TX. Experience with UFM: UFM Director in her 
church, UFM of Texas leadership, President of the UFM for the Association in the RGV (2012-
2016), leader for “One Night with the King” in the RGV.

Ana Ramos - 1st Vice President
Church: Iglesia Bautista Gracia, Houston, TX. Experience with the UFM: UFM Director in her 
church (1994-1998 & 2010-2015), President of the UFM for the Association in Houston - ABLA 
(Latin American Baptist Association, 2005-2007), member of Task Force, leader for “One Night 
with the King” and “Huellas” in Houston. Sunday School teacher for the ladies.

Maxi Portales - 2nd Vice President
Church: Central Baptist of Fort Worth, TX. Experience with the UFM: UFM Material Promoter 
in her county (2015-2020), UFM Texas Appointments Committee (2018-2020), Women’s Leader 
and “Children in Action” Teacher. Other positions at her church: Sunday School Teacher 
from different departments; President of the Appointments Committee, Pulpit, Sunday School 
and Social Committees, among others, and has participated in women’s retreats and missions 
activities for approximately 34 years.

Mélida Musquiz - Secretary
Church: First Maranatha Baptist Church of Houston, TX. Ministry Experience: Pastor’s wife for 
40 years; member of the Board of Directors of the UFM of Texas; missions trips to Mexico and 
Spain; current ministry with women and girls “Women with Purpose”. She is presently taking 
theology classes at an extension in Houston of the Baptist University of the Americas in San 
Antonio, Texas (BUA).

Bea Mesquias - Executive Director/Treasurer of the UFM of Texas
Church: Agape Baptist Church, San Antonio, TX. Experience with UFM in her church: Sunday 
School Director, UFM Director, Treasurer, Conference Leader. Other positions: President of 
the UFM of Texas (2008-2012). GA’s & Acteens Director, different positions in WMU of Texas,  
First WMU Director of The Corpus Christi Association (1988-1991), Director Association RGVBA 
(2004-2008), First Woman President of the CBHT (2013-2016). UFBAL Vice President  (2013). 
Board Member: WMU of Texas, BUA and CBP. Member of: Endowment Found WMU of Texas, 
National WMU and CBHT. Missions Trips: Russia, Chile and Mexico. 

Personnel of the UFM of Texas 2020-2021





By the grace of God, in 2012 the Lord placed in the heart of Rosa Emma, the then WIT 
en Español Leader (“Mujeres en Contacto”) a desire to create a praise group made up of 
women—women who love God’s work for means of praise. And so that desire was com-
municated, praying with Sisters Lupita Cantú and Carmen Gaytán. Soon the Lord called 
our Sister Marisol Guajardo, and then to Sisters Lulú Pérez, Sonia Cantú, Norma Reséndez, 
Daniela San Vicente, Lorena Lozano, Faby Haro-Gama and Ana Burnias. Over the years, 
there have been more sisters who have contributed their talents like, Judith Treviño, Viv-
iana Serrano, Edith Madrigal, Cinthia Walle, e Idalia Zamora.. The current members are: 
Marisol Guajardo / Electric guitar, Lorena Lozano / Acoustic guitar, Carmen Gaytán / Bass, 
Faby Haro-Gama / Drums, Alma Varela / Keyboard and vocalist, and Lupita Cantú, Gabri-
ela Uresti and Cristina Uresti / Vocalists. They are all members of Calvary Baptist Church 

en Español. For us, praise ministers to our lives first.

We thank God and all of you for this opportunity to share a little on how we serve with the 
music ministry in the “Women in Touch” Team.

Blessings
Jeremiah 29:11
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UFM of Texas presents:
Personalities

Alicia Zorzoli was born in Uruguay, but spent most of her life in Argentina. 
Her father and grandfather were pastors. Her two brothers are pastors and she 
married a pastor (Rubén Zorzoli). Zorzoli holds degrees from International 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Argentina and Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Texas. She served as a Seminary professor for 12 years 
in Argentina. For more than 30 years, she has served in the Christian publi-
cations ministry as writer, editor, translator and in executive positions. As a 
Bible teacher and international speaker with a passion for women’s ministries, 
Zorzoli has given conferences in Europe, Asia, Africa and North and South 
America, and has published numerous articles in Christian books and maga-
zines. Her book, “¡Dios, esto no estaba en mis planes!” (God, This Was Not in 
my Plans!), published less than two years ago, is in the third edition.

Ingrid Salamanca is Colombian. She grew up in a pastoral family in which she 
learned, from an early age, the love of serving the Lord. Her service has been marked 
by a deep passion for teaching women, especially younger ones. She has led vari-
ous Bible study groups and conferences for women in the United States and Latin 
America. Ingrid currently serves as Vice President of Mujer Bautista Hispana (MBH, 
former “Unión Bautista de las Américas”). She has also served in ministerial posi-
tions at First Baptist Fort Lauderdale as Director of Communications, and is cur-
rently supporting various ministries in communications and digital marketing as a 
consultant. Ingrid lives in South Florida, along with her husband Roberto and their 
son Daniel.

Raquel Contreras was born in Temuco, Chile, the daughter of attorney Roberto Contre-
ras and Mrs. Rebecca Eddinger, a missionary from the United States who was serving 
the Lord in Chile. After graduating from high school, Raquel completed her studies at 
the University of Concepción, Chile, earning her Bachelor of Law and Social Sciences 
and her licence as a lawyer. She married Pastor Guillermo Catalan, who served as the 
Chancellor of the Baptist Theological Seminary of Chile. They had two children, Paola 
and Esteban, and both live with their families in the United States. She is also the proud 
grandmother of Karolina, Benjamin and Ignacio. In 1985 she and her husband attended 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, where she did her 
Master’s in Religious Education. After the death of her husband, Raquel Contreras was 
invited to pastor the First Baptist Church of Temuco, a church of more than 600 mem-
bers. In addition, she was named President of the Union of Baptist Churches of Chile, an 
organization made up of 510 churches, and later President of the Baptist Union of Latin 
America. She was also named Vice President of the World Baptist Alliance and later 
President of the Women’s Department of the World Baptist Alliance. In 2011, Raquel 
was invited by the Casa Bautista de Publicaciones / Editorial Mundo Hispano, based in 
El Paso, Texas, to join her staff as Director of the Editorial Division. Then in 2013 she 
was appointed as General Director of this important organization. Long before she went 
to work in El Paso, Texas, she had already collaborated with CBP as an Editor, work she 
did from her country. Mrs. Contreras is the author of the book “Being a Woman” (“Ser 
mujer”, in Spanish), published by Casa Bautista in 1995.





We need to learn from our history, for I believe 
the best is yet to come.  I believe God’s words 
of promise.  Claim them as your own for this 
generation and future generations.  Moreover, start 
or continue your walk of faith today! 

My prayer for you is that God will use you where 
you serve to impact generations to come, so that 
we can look back years from now to continue to 
say, “God is so faithful!”

Frances Barrera
Multicultural Bilingual 
Consultant

 “For we walk by faith, not by 
sight.”  2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV)

Would you like to know the best 
kept secret and encouragement 

of all – one that changes your life forever?  “Walk by 
faith, not by sight.” 

In Genesis 15:5, God asked Abram to go outside at 
night, and then said, “Look now toward the sky and 
count the stars…”  Of course, there are too many 
stars to count, which God said that is how many 
offspring’s Abram would have!  Wow, that is so 
encouraging to know that God puts everything in 
its place for ALL time!  When HE says something, 
we can surely believe it – no questions asked.

As your Multicultural Consultant, I find great joy 
and encouragement to see that old and young 
generations continue to be faithful and bold, staying 
in that place of obedience during all things, good, 
bad and COVID 19!   God’s message and mission 
does not change, but the way we share does. God 
has used technology during this pandemic for 
good.  As you know my favorite verse of all time is 
Romans 8:28, “And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are called according to his purpose.”

IMPACTING GENERATIONS WITH FAITH!
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Myriam Chairez
President of the
UFM of Texas

“Only fear the Lord, and serve 
Him in truth with all your heart; 
for consider what great things 
He has done for you.” 1 Samuel 
12:24 (NKJV)

The UFM has been and continues to be a very 
personal experience, a legacy, and a mission.

I grew up within the Unión Femenil Misionera 
(UFM). My mom was very dedicated to the work of 
this organization. It was just a fun time for me, but 
I looked at the work they did. When the time came 
for me to start to raise my own family, and I was 
away from them—especially from my mother—I 
knew where to look for that warmth: in the UFM 
of my church. And yes, there I found it. But I found 
more than that — I found the woman that God 
created, I found the purpose of God in my life.

Years later I became the President of the UFM in my 
church, and soon after I began to work within the 
UFM of Texas, where Mrs. Bea Mesquías served as 
President. She invited me to work with her. I have 
traveled, I have worked and I have learned. I have 
learned a lot from her, from her dedication and love 
for missions. This has impacted my life.

God has allowed me to travel with the UFM of 
Texas to Panama, Chile, the Dominican Republic 
and many parts in the US. God allowed me to be 
President of the UFM of the RGVBA Association 
for four years, and we continue to work, now also 
serving as President of the UFM of the state of 
Texas. What an honor and blessing to be able to 
serve in this position that I never imagined having! 
To Him be all honor and glory.

I thank God for each of the women who have 
impacted my life and left their mark. I thank God 
that my daughter has also grown up within the 
UFM. She was part of the “Amiguitos Misioneros” 
and later of the “GA’s.” She is also helping the group 
of “GA’s” within the Association’s UFM team. My 
prayer is that the legacy will continue and that we 
continue to leave a mark for our generations.

I invite you, sister in Christ, to be part of this great 
work of the UFM and that you too can impact the 
next generations.
God has been faithful!

AND THE LEGACY CONTINUES



Silvia Aké
Directora de Reclutamiento 
y Expansión

Do you consider yourself a very 
busy person? Sometimes we think 
that those who decide to serve 
God are people who do not have 
anything to do. But there are many 
examples in the Bible of people 
who served God, and none were 

with their arms crossed:

• Moses was busy with his sheep on Mount Horeb 
(Exodus 3:1).

• Gideon was shaking the wheat (Judges 6).
• Saul was busy looking for his father’s donkeys (1 

Samuel 9:3).
• Elisha was working plowing with twelve yoke of oxen 

(1 Kings 19:19).
• David was busy tending his father’s sheep (1 Samuel 

17:15).
• Jesus called Peter and Andrew, and they were casting 

the nets into the sea (Matthew 4:18).
• When He called John and James, they were mending 

their nets (Mark 1:19).
• When He called Matthew, he was collecting taxes 

(Matthew 9:9-13).

An Organization Cannot Grow Until Its Leaders Grow

If you want to be a good leader, you must raise other 
leaders around you. You must establish a team, and 
you must find a way for others to capture your vision, 
implement it, and collaborate in taking it to completion. 
The leader glimpses the great mental image, but needs 
others to help make this picture come true.

Start with a Few

Everything has a beginning, and in this case it was 
verified when Jesus called some men and invited them to 
follow Him. He did not show concern for special projects 
to achieve great goals, but focused on people. Before 
becoming famous to the general public, Jesus gathered a 
select group of men who were able to continue with His 
work after His return to the Father.

John and Andrew were the first summoned. Andrew then 
took his brother Peter (John 1:41-42). The day after, Jesus 
met Philip on the way to Galilee, and he, in turn, Nathanael 
(John 1:43-51). James, John’s brother, is not mentioned 
as a member of the group until the four fishermen are 

summoned again, many months later in the Sea of   Galilee 
(Mr. 1:19; Mt. 4:21). Just after, passing through the city of 
Capernaum, the Master asked Matthew to follow Him 
(Mr. 2: 13-14; Mt. 9: 9; Lk. 5: 27-28).

The call of the other apostles is not recorded in the 
Gospels, but is believed to have happened in the first year 
of our Lord’s ministry. Those few converted pioneers were 
destined to become the leaders of the Lord’s Church. It 
was they who carried the gospel to the whole world. Their 
lives have meaning that will last for all eternity.

The most interesting aspect about this group of men is 
that, at the beginning, none of them was important. No 
one was prominent in the synagogue, none belonged to 
the Levitical priestly body. Most of them were ordinary 
workers, and probably none of them had the necessary 
knowledge to do something other than their profession. 
It is difficult to understand that Jesus chose such people. 
They were impulsive, temperamental men, who were 
easily angry and were victims of the prejudices of the 
context in which they lived. However, Jesus saw in these 
simple men the potential of leaders for the Kingdom. 
They had “no instruction” by world standards (Acts 4:13), 
but they had the ability to learn.
It does not matter how small or shy the beginning may 
seem. What matters is that those to whom we give priority 
learn to pass it on to others.

Stay together

The only realistic way to succeed in a project is to bring 
leaders and members together, that is, a unified work of 
the church, all with the same purpose. Thus evangelization 
and discipleship will be considered as a lifestyle and not 
as a religious norm.

Since the nature of God is personal, it can be expressed 
only through a personality, which was first revealed in the 
person of Christ and is now expressed through the Holy 
Spirit, in the lives of those who willingly submit to Him.

With this in mind, let’s start preparing 20 women to 
develop more leaders to enhance the Texas UFM!

Pray that God will raise up more leaders among us.

GOD NEVER CALLS IDLE PEOPLE
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God sees generations and has a destiny in families. 
He has a destiny for his family: past, present and 
future. Think of your great-grandchildren and so on. 
Who will they be? Is there something we can do as 
mothers and grandmothers in the here and now for 
these future generations? “Recognize, therefore, that 
the Lord your God is the true God, the faithful God, 
who fulfills his covenant generation after generation, 
and shows his faithful love to those who love him and 
obey his commandments” Deuteronomy 7: 9 (NIV).

My great-great-grandfather prayed for future 
generations, and I am part of that future generation. 
If you didn’t have that past generation, you can start 
now. As a mother and grandmother, the priority is that 
our children spread the word. Teach them to love God, 
know Holy Scripture, and live it.

I am the future generation of my great-great-
grandfather. I can speak the Word for my future 
generations and God will do great things for them. 
I have already seen the result in my children and 
grandchildren and what I have said on their behalf. 
Someday, in our heavenly gathering, with past and 
present generations, I will be able to thank my great-
great-grandfather. I will tell him that it was thanks to 
his “deposit” that I met God, and I will tell him that 
God used me to do this or that.

So far God has been with you, why would He leave 
you now? He is with you, and will continue to be with 
you wherever you go.

Gloria Zapata
President of Mujer Bautista 
Hispana (UFMN)

“But you should continue 
following the teachings you 
learned. You know they are true, 
because you trust those who 
taught you. Since you were a 

child you have known the Holy Scriptures which are 
able to make you wise. And that wisdom leads to 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” 2 Timothy 3:14-
15 (NCV) 

As I was looking up different versions of this passage, 
I came across the NCV version that really explained 
what I wanted to say, “...you know they are true, 
because you trust those who taught you.” Thinking 
about this, an occasion came to my mind when I was 
talking to my mother about how Christianity arose in 
our family, and I found it very interesting how our past 
generation affects us now. I always gave credit to my 
grandmother’s prayers, but I came to discover that 
it was more than that: My great-grandfather was a 
pastor. 

I read somewhere that God is a God of generations 
and that is why it was important for Him to list them in 
Matthew 1:1. We would probably skip this part (at least 
I would), but it is important to note that the genealogy 
of Jesus Christ lists several (5) mothers. God sees 
generations.

A lot of us are living in the present tense. We are 
raising children, perhaps grandchildren, or expecting 
to have grandchildren, and infrequently we look 
beyond that. Maybe we don’t think about our great-
great-great-grandchildren. We don’t look beyond that 
because we probably won’t be here when those kids 
come on the scene.

13
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YOU CAN MAKE A POSITIVE IMPACT 
ON THE NEXT GENERATIONS

Ingrid Salamanca
Vice President of 
Mujer Bautista Hispana 
(UFMN)

“We will not hide these 
truths from our children; we 
will tell the next generation 
about the glorious deeds of 
the LORD, about his power 

and his mighty wonders. For he issued his 
laws to Jacob; he gave his instructions to 
Israel. He commanded our ancestors to teach 
them to their children, so the next generation 
might know them—even the children not 
yet born—they in turn will teach their own 
children.” Psalm 78:4-6 (NLT)

This generation is the first generation that 
is 100% digital. Our children, nephews, and 
grandchildren are growing in an age in 
which they have unlimited access to any 
existing version of the Bible, whether in print 
or digital. However, it is surprising to see how 
much Biblical illiteracy we find these days 
within the Christian family.

Today we are faced with an unprecedented 
opportunity to reach a generation that is on 
the verge of sinking into secularism. What 
would you be willing to do to preserve the 
faith in Christ of the next generation? I hope 

your answer is, “I am eager to do whatever 
it takes!” Do not lose heart until you see the 
next generation in your family submitted in 
love and obedience to the Lord.

You have a divine assignment to reach the 
next generation for Christ. The Holy Spirit 
that is within you will use you to leave an 
indelible legacy of faith that will impact the 
current generation and those yet unborn!

14



IMPACTING OUR PRESENT GENERATION

Patricia Solís
Secretary of Mujer Bautista 
Hispana  (UFMN)

Our ministry in New York 
City has gone through a 
real storm and has been 
redefined in the midst 
of this global pandemic. 
We have been forced to 

reinvent our ministry and service to the Lord. 
Church services are broadcast each week 
from our home transformed into a recording 
studio. We do not remember having led so 
many small groups with so many people 
thirsty for the Word of God.

We have had to train leaders in a short time 
to carry out the work of evangelization with 
a new perspective that involves consolation 
and social assistance, at the same time that 
they adapt to technology and a new way of 
reaching people.

It is no longer just sharing the Word. We 
have to comfort those who suffer loss 
and fight to defeat COVID-19. Job loss and 
emotional burnout during the pandemic are 
other situations we deal with when serving 
the community. The churches of the ABH 
in NY & NJ have been active in evangelism, 
emotional help, food delivery, and financial 
aid to people in need.

We  have  been able to reach out and 
collaborate with our missions in the 
Dominican Republic, Venezuela, Cuba and 
Ecuador. In the midst of the pandemic, God 
has allowed us to be present in the lives 
of our brothers, neighbors, friends of the 
community and missions in other cities. 
Thank you and glory to God for this privilege 
of service.
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BLOOM

Tera Williams-Mesquias
Director of BLOOM 

1 Corinthians 15:58 says, “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. 
Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” There is no greater 
joy than witnessing 200 plus women from all walks of life together from all over 
Texas to worship, pray, learn, and grow in Christ. The past two years at Bloom, 

we have witnessed the overpowering love from God as we shared a powerful weekend, opening 
our hearts to receive God’s word and the love from our sisters. Our first event, “Bloom Where You 
Are Planted” gave women the reminder that through Christ alone, we can do anything, overcome 
anything, and we can serve Him no matter where we are in our walk with Him.  Bloom’s second 
conference, “You Are Powerful,” was created with a vision to inspire women to be more courageous 
and servants of God like the women in the Bible. In each conference you could feel the Holy Spirit 
present and taking over. Many women have reached out to the Bloom team with prayer requests 
and testimonials. Bloom has even inspired women to serve in their church and communities. 
We can’t wait to bring the Women of Texas Bloom conference 2020: “Set Your Minds on Things 
Above” (Col. 3:2). 

Follow us on Facebook for updates and daily inspiration @Bloom.

Born in Light to be Obedient in the Opportunity of Ministering others
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Brenda Valenzuela Rincones
Director of SHINE!

This is what we do.  SHINE Girls Min-
istry was created by our Unión Femenil 
Misionera de Texas in 2017 with the de-
sire to see young ladies come to know 
Christ, be empowered and educated, 
learn and support missions, and help 
fulfill the Great Commission of sharing 
the gospel around the world.

The Lord has given me the privilege and responsibility of lead-
ing this ministry. I volunteer along with others who generously 
give of their time, talent, and resources, praying for and encour-
aging this generation of young women. We pray Psalm 102:18, 
“that a people not yet created may praise the Lord” because of 
what we are doing to reach this generation for Christ. A few 
years ago, we joyfully celebrated 100 years of the UFM of Texas. 
So now we work so that, if the Lord wills, 100 years from now 
there will be a generation that continues to pray for missionar-
ies, share the gospel, make disciples, and praise the Lord!

SHINE Girls Conference is our annual event in San Antonio, 
where girls and women gather from all across the state. 
Through SHINE girls are empowered to live out their calling, 
pursue higher education, and get ready to fulfill the Great 
Commission. Praise be to God!

Bea Mesquias Scholarships have been an enormous blessing. 
These scholarships are awarded each year to amazing young 
women, so they can do mission work on their college campus, 
travel to other countries, serve refugees and immigrants, as 
well as help others cover tuition costs for higher education, 
and so much more.

At our first conference in 2017, we saw God bring together 
200 young girls and women. In 2019 we moved to a 1,000 seat 
auditorium, and attendance almost doubled. We now offer 
workshops and worship in Spanish as well. And last year, God 
allowed us to take SHINE on the road to reach girls that would 
never be able to attend SHINE in San Antonio.

Many students in the Rio Grande Valley are immigrants that 
have never been able to travel outside of the area to attend 
youth events because of their status and the checkpoints that 
have to be crossed. This makes it impossible for them to ever 
experience SHINE in San Antonio, so we prayed. And on 
November 16, 2019, God allowed us to go to the Rio Grande 
Valley of Texas! We partnered with First Baptist Church of 
Weslaco, and God brought 200 young girls and women to 
our one-day event. Some of the topics we covered included 
Physical Health, Identity in Christ, Self-Worth, Purity, and 
How to Study God’s Word. 
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We kicked off 2019, praying for JoAnn Lira, a missionary 
from Texas living in New York. She had just recently begun 
working with a group of teen girls. So we prayed about taking 
the SHINE Conference to the Bronx. In a matter of just a few 
months, the Lord brought together a missions team of 16 
volunteers from Houston, San Antonio, Fort Worth, Lubbock, 
and Runge, Texas. On July 25, we flew into New York City. 
For the next four days, each person served without hesitation, 
gave their time, money, and sacrifice to be able to bless this 
beautiful community. We served at Graffiti 2 Communities 
Ministries as well as Harvest Church in the Bronx. We held a 
one-day conference absolutely free, and some of the girls who 
attended heard the gospel for the very first time. We covered 
hard topics such as suicide, sex, abortion, abuse, growing up 
without a parent, divorce, and the power of God to overcome 
all things. We ministered to girls that had never entered a 
church, some were Muslim, and others wanted to learn how to 
pray. It is a great mission field ready for the harvest. At SHINE 
2020 in San Antonio, we were honored to have JoAnn Lira as 
one of our special guests. We look forward to returning to the 
Bronx, New York, to continue to support this mission.

Each year we also have SHINE workshops at our annual 
Convención gathering. This year we had plans to be in Dallas, 
Lubbock, McAllen, and New York. But because of Covid-19, so 
many of our programs have had to change. Prayer and fasting 
have been the key to all that we have seen God do from the 
beginning. And we know the best is yet to come! Follow us on 
social media [ShineGirls.net | (662) 76-SHINE] and join our 
SHINE Prayer Group on Facebook. It is the joy of my life to 
serve in the SHINE Girls Ministry. I pray that you will let your 
light shine before others, that “they may see your good deeds 
and glorify our Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)

• Pray for this generation of young women, their God-given 
mission, and their relationship with God.

• Pray for protection and provision for JoAnn Lira in the 
Bronx, New York, and other missionaries.

• Pray for how our ministries will move forward through 
these challenging times

• Pray for mentors, youth leaders, pastors’ wives, moms, 
grandmas, and other women who care for this generation 
of young girls, and want to see them succeed in their walk 
with Christ. 

SHINE!
Girls Conference



Lulu Cortez
Director of Girls Camp

Girls Day Camp Parents, Counselors, and Girls:

Thank you for supporting the first Girls Day Camp last year. This is a one-
day camp and it is designed for girls from first to fifth grade. In this camp 
they learn about missions, missionaries and their work.

It is with great sadness that our Summer 2020 Girls Day Camp will be postponed for summer 
2021. Due to the coronavirus outbreak this year, and schools closing right after Spring Break, 
we have decided to cancel our June 13, 2020 Girls Day Camp. With the uncertainty that lies 
ahead with this pandemic, it is in the best health interest of all to postpone it for next 2021 
summer. 

Please continue to pray for next year’s summer camp, as we make plans to possibly extend 
enrollment for boys to attend too. 

Parents, I want to encourage you to continue teaching your children about God’s Word and 
feel free to share some of the missionary stories shared from the “Nuestro Tiempo” magazine.  
I pray that the Lord will inspire you to plan a one-day “Home Summer Camp” with your 
children. As you plan for it, don’t forget to include time for prayer, Scripture reading, crafts, 
snacks, and singing — with hand motions to the lyrics/words of the praise songs. 

Thank you for all your prayers and support for the children. Lord willing, we will see you at 
Girls Day Camp Summer 2021!

GIRLS CAMP 2020
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Activity 
Calendar

go to www.mujerbautista.org
for more information

Nov 2, 2020 - World Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer
 
Feb 14-20, 2021 - Week of Prayer & Missions Offering, Bea Mesquias
 
March 5-6, 2021 - Annual Meeting of the Texas UFM in Harlingen, Tx. - SAVE THE DATE!

March 2021 -  Blessed Homes UFM Cookbook - A book where Christian women share recipes 
that will delight their family.

April 23-24, 2021 - Bloom conferences.

The Leader’s Manual - What the UFM is and does, how to start a new organization, help for age 
level leaders, and much more.

Time to Work (2020-2021) - A tool that will help the sisters in their local work at the UFM.


